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Digicel PNG Foundation, strives to uphold excellence, integrity, innovation and 
openness as it delivers basic but vital services to Papua New Guinea’s rural remote 
communities. They attribute their success to partners both in the facilitating and 
funding ends of their programs; and their motivation from recipients whose 
incredible stories of resilience inspire the team to not just turn up but be present   

COVER PHOTO: Waima Elementary School Children in 
full traditional Kairuku regalia to officially 
commemorate a Library Reward infrastructure 
donated by the Foundation in Waima, Central 
Province (story on p8) 
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So much has happened in this period. We launched 
11 projects, renewed program partnership 
agreements, hosted our Global Chair, presented to 
new Members of Parliament, conducted a 
contractor training, Men of Honour workshop and 
organised a volunteer day.  
In this period of reflection, we bid adieu to our Chief 
Operations Officer, the incomparable Rita Abe. Rita 
joined me in 2014 on the week my beloved mother 
passed away. In my season of mourning, she 
became my rock. She was my Administration & 
Finance Manager and she indoctrinated processes 
and procedures that form the bedrock of our work. 
She was instrumental to our satisfactory audit 
outcome conducted by the Education Capacity 
Development Facility (ECDF). Our prudent 
processes in place, Rita’s strict operation controls 
and record management, and Pauline Tane’s 
experience with Donor Funds Management and 
reporting saw us satisfactorily report on DFAT’s first 
tranche payment of AU$700k.  
As we prepare to cross the threshold of our 9th 
Anniversary year, I’m humbled by how much we’ve 
been able to achieve over the past 6 months. I  
credit my incredible team for this. Their intellect, 
passion and integrity is only surpassed by their grit. 
This journey that is development is not an easy one 
but they make it look effortless and I am most 
grateful for them.  
In this land of 1000 different tribes and 800 different 
languages; made all the more challenging by the 
difficult topography with poor road infrastructure, 
fewer ships sailing and small airstrips closing every 
year; our fuel has been the smiles that light up the 
faces of socially marginalised children, their 
parents and the communities who come in receipt 
of our basic education and health investments. 
The Digicel Chairman and our Patron, Denis O’Brien, 
believes that where Digicel as an organization 
grows, so too must its communities.  
These communities have grown us just as much as 
we’ve grown them. When you see grown men 
emotional because of a classroom we built; the 
jarring road trips, rough sea voyages and mosquito 
infested journeys seem all but a figment of our 
memories. 
Our hearts are full. Thank you all for your support. 
Whilst making strides on the work front, I wish to 
share that my Project Manager—Foundation, Winter 
Robert’s studies and hard work was recognized and 
rewarded. He is now a registered Architect on my 
team; and on my home front, I’m proud to share 
that my oldest daughter, Uvie Adah graduated with 
a Bachelor of Business Science from the Universtiy 
of Minnesota  



Few people relish a good adventure like our Global Chair. 
Where many avoided Papua New Guinea at the height of 
the 2017 elections, Maria Mulcahy visited. Her fascination of 
the Foundation investment reach has taken her to  Ialibu 
Pangia, Mul Baiyer, Trogla, Kaupena, Mt Hagen, Goroka, 
Baroida, down the Highlands Highway to Lae, across to 
Gabagaba, Laloki, Kavieng, Lissenung, Alotau and 
Normanby Island. Her trip this time took her to Buka to see 
the Unity Library and  down to Wakunai to see the Kepesia 
and Kekesu Primary School Classroom projects funded by 
the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(DFAT). 
We visited the Autonomous Bougainville Government 
House of Assembly before heading across to meet with 
the  Leitana Nehan Women's Development Agency 
founder, Helen Hakena. We were in awe of her story of 
resilience and resourcefulness to broker peace during 
the Bougainville Crisis. Her staffer, Clayton Tuata was 
the FY2015/16 Men of Honour runner-up in the Ela 
Motors Education category. 
Her visit to PNG was also the perfect chance to meet 
some of the beneficiaries of Digicel PNG Foundation 
program partners and contractors, to hear first hand 
the transformation created in their lives by the 
Foundation’s development programs.  
Between Bougainville and meetings in Moresby, Maria 
also launched the Gabagaba CLC Kapa open air 
structure in support of early childhood learning and 
development. 
“In countries I’ve visited, the investments we leave are 
almost expected, but in Papua New Guinean, people are 
always very appreciative,” observed Digicel 
Foundation’s Global Chair, Maria Mulcahy   

global chair visits papua new guinea  

program partners onboard 
At the centre of the Digicel PNG Foundation’s work is its partners - from coordination to collaboration. 
At the turn of the financial year, Digicel PNG Foundation signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) 
with it’s oldest parter, WeCARe! Foundation, which sees support of K630k over the  next three years, for 
the work they do among marginalised societies, assisting the most vulnerable and unfortunate. 
Whilst in August, Digicel Foundation signed MOAs with three different partners: 4L Training and 
Consultants, Ginigoada Bisnis Foundation and Cheshire disAbility Servies. 
4LTC received funding of K95k under our MoA to conduct training for community-based teachers who 
operate Community Learning Centres for socially marginalised children in urban settlements and rural 
villages in NCD, Central and Gulf Province. This is our initiative to grow literacy through early eduction. 
Our MOA signing with Ginigoada Bisnis Foundation sees us enter our sixth year of partnership. The 
FY17/18 funding of K89k will see unemployed youth and small informal market vendors in Lae attain a 
Basic Business Skills Certificate through our Life and Buisness Skills Programme. 
Cheshire disAbility Services’ Community Based-Rehabilitation programme will run again with funding 
support of K75k through our recent MoA signing, which sees people with special needs in 3 villages and 
11 urban settlement communities.  
A total of K469k will be invested in programmes that build stronger more resilient communities where 
we operate  



connecting with nature 
What a great way to celebrate the World Environment Day than to volunteer time with little children 
who are curious to know about the world in which they live. 
Digicel PNG generously allows staff to take a paid day off to volunteer time to witness first hand our 
community impact. In June, a troupe of 64 staff signed up for the Employee Volunteer Day (EVD) 
themed ‘Connecting People with Nature’, ready with old ice-cream tubs, spades, seeds and seedlings 
and bucket loads of enthusiasm.  
Pre-school students aged 4 to 8 years from Gomore Community Learning Centre (CLC) in Rigo 
District of Central Province and from The Reaper CLC in Morata of NCD had a field day with our 
volunteers. 
In observing June 5th, World Environment Day, the pre-school students were taught the importance of 
a clean environment in which to learn, play and live.  
After reading books and singing songs; the students, teachers, volunteers and even some parents 
joined in and got busy potting seeds and planting seedlings. There was so much fun and learning in 
the EVD program which ended with a beautiful wall of green plants. 
Some staff saw this as an opportunity for a paid day off but once they realised the impression they 
made on a less fortunate child, they developed an appreciation for the role they played as volunteers 
and it has increased their awareness on the work that we do at Digicel Foundation  

#  Project  District  Province Date 

1 Simola ES Vvanimo Green ESP 23 June 2017 

2 Gabagaba CLC Kapa Rigo  Central 5 July 2017 

3 Ugubako ES  South Bougainville  AROB 4 August 2017 

4 Kikimogu Es  South Bougainville  AROB 11 August 2017 

5 Rovarova CLC Kapa Abau Central 16 August 2017 

6 Papa ES Library Kairuku Hiri  Central 18 August 2017 

7 Kuriva PS Library Kairuku Hiri  Central 25 August 2017 

8 Tubu ES Kairuku Hiri  Central 26 August 2017 

9 Waima ES Kairuku Hiri  Central 13 September 2017 

10 Unity Library of Buka North Bougainville AROB 26 September 2017 

11 Tokoro ES North Bougainville AROB 27 September 2017 pr
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foundation a core part of the parliament 
induction programme 

The Digicel PNG Foundation was honoured to be a part of the induction of new Members of Parliament 
(MPs) in Papua New Guinea’s 10th National Parliament. 
The Digicel Foundation CEO, Beatrice Mahuru, presented to the 46 new MPs in the State Function Room 
at the National Parliament House alongside the UNDP, Exxon Mobil and Oil Search Foundation, followed 
by side bar discussions and follow up meetings on partnership opportunities to deliver projects in their 
rural remote districts that they represent. 
With Papua New Guinea’s landmass and the logistical challenges it presents, we are always seeking 
out opportunities to work in partnership to leverage resources, share strengths, increase efficiencies 
and reduce overlap to tackle social issues and create an impact. 
The Foundation’s booth at the information arena was a big hit, featuring a model classroom with its 
signature red roof and white walls. The first MP keen to partner was the Member for Pomio and Minister 
for Public Services, Hon Elias Kapavore to fund Palmalmal Mobile Health Clinic, Rieit Primary School 
and Pomio Golpak Primary School in his district. As highlighted to all MPs, partnership funding will need 
to be cleared before we can begin to mobilize the projects which will be managed by the Foundation 
from procurement to mobilization and construction. 
Hon. James Donald, the MP for the North-Fly district of Western Province said he was excited about the 
Partnership knowing that Digicel Foundation’s technical capabilities and its ability to reach places like 
his which is both rural and very remote. He said Health and Education will be the priority of the 
partnership for the benefit of his North-Fly people.  
Digicel PNG Foundation has covered all 22 Provinces, 89 Districts and aims to leave a sustainable 
impact in the 300+ LLGs of Papua New Guinea by year 2020. Over 50 per cent of the LLGs are now 
covered  



a brotherhood of men 
An Irish statesman, author, philosopher and political 
theorist once said, “The only thing necessary for evil 
to triumph is for good men to do nothing”. The 
quotation is as true now as it was back in the 1700s 
when he was alive. 
The current Men of Honour from the 2016/17 season 
completed a three-day workshop to build their 
capacity as advocators, mentors and leaders 
following their national recognition at the MoH 
Awards Gala. 
The Men of Honour Award recognises ordinary men 
doing extraordinary deeds to ensure that there is a 
brotherhood of men in their communities to foster 
the rights and safety of their women, their children 
and their greater community. 
Themed “Strengthening the Brotherhood’, the 
workshop helps to build and foster the brotherhood 
of men who can reach out to each other, encourage 
and teach each other and learn from each other on 
the importance of partnership and gender equity. 
Speakers who facilitated in the workshop included 
Warrior Culture’s Eddie Aila of Aila Consultants who 
spoke about the important roles men played in the 
traditional society as warriors and what they can do 
as warriors in the modern context; Isi Oru from the 
Family and Sexual Violence Action Committee who 
spoke about gender sensitivity and Eddie 
Sukanaivalu, Head of the Digicel Learning & 
Development team who taught our MoH about the 
importance of good presentation skills in the roles 
they will now formally play as advocators against 
violence, and  ambassadors of the Men of Honour.  
Young Man of Honour winner, David Aoneka, was also 
invited to present on the importance of social media 
and how to take advantage of it in their time for an 
effective campaign. 
The MOH Ambassadors were also invited to launch 
the Digicel PNG Foundation funded Rovarova CLC 
Open Kapa  structure and Papa ES Library  

projects in 2017 
projects carried over from FY16/17 
1. Yambo Elementary School (ES) 
2. Simola ES 
3. Kikimogu ES (Reward—Classroom) 
4. Ugubako ES (Reward—Classroom) 
projects funded in FY2017/18 
1. Yambi ES 
2. Tokoro ES 
3. Tubu ES 
4. Sali ES (Reward—Classroom) 
5. Uritai ES 
6. Rumginae ES 
7. Semedagoda ES 
8. Rieit Primay School (PS) 
9. Pomio Golpak PS 
10. Matupit PS 
11. Muro PS 
12. Oiapu PS 
13. Papa ES  (Reward—Library) 
14. Bisiiatabu PS (Reward—Library) 
15. Kuriva PS (Reward—Library) 
16. Waima ES (Reward—Library) 
17. Baktaman Rural Aid Post (RAP) 
18. Pangefua & Panganai RAP 
19. Palmalmal Mobile Health Clinic (MHC) 
dfat projects: 
1. Unity PS Library 
2. Kavaranou PS Library 
3. Kekesu PS Library 
4. Kepesia PS Library 
5. Munkala PS Library 
6. Sipuru PS Library 



from one box of books to a 
library 

The Unity Library of Buka Association was proud to open 
their new library. This library initiative is part of the 
Autonomous Bougainville Government’s (ABG) Education 
Infrastructure Project Rollout and was funded by the 
Australian Government through the Department of Foreign 
Affairs & Trade (DFAT) and project managed by Digicel 
PNG Foundation.  
Built at a cost of K165k the library comes fully kitted with 
desks, chairs, book shelves, air conditioning, connection to 
the main power grid as well as five desktop computers for 
electronic cataloguing and students’ use. 
The completed library marks the achievement of a huge 
milestone for the ULB Association which had its humble 
beginnings from just one box of books. The library now 
contains over 6000 reading materials available for lending 
to students, adults and the general public.  
“The Association started off with only one box off books. 
We have come a long way to receive this incredible 
learning center. We are very excited and grateful to DFAT, 
ABG and Digicel PNG Foundation for sharing this vision with 
us and delivering this great infrastructure,” Unity Library 
Vice President, Robert Anisia said. 
Nicola Simson, Second Secretary for Development 
Cooperation (Education) at the Australian High 
Commission, said the project was proof of a successful 
partnership. 
“The Australian Government is happy to be assisting 
Papua New Guinea by partnering with Government 
stakeholders and other development partners such as 
Digicel PNG Foundation to bring such services to the 
people. The launch of the Library is a successful example 
of the long-term partnership Australia has with Papua 
New Guinea and ABG and there are other education 
projects and program that are underway,” Simson said  

Waima elementary school’s 
community had more than 
one reason to celebrate 
Papua New Guinea’s 42nd 
Independence anniversary. 
They were rewarded a new 
Library by Digicel PNG 
Foundation. 
“To be funded a classroom is a 
blessing but to be rewarded 
with a Library is a beautiful 
miracle!” Waima Elder Baki 
exclaimed at the opening 
ceremony. 
The Waima elementary school 
was established in 1995 by the 
United Church mission 
agency. It has classes from     
E-prep to E1-2. In 2015, they 
successfully applied for a 
double classroom worth K140k. 
In the ensuing years, this 
humble little school in the 
village continued to show 
sustained improvement in 
attrition, increased enrolment 
in numbers, clean school 
grounds and they even built a 
picket fence to keep animals 
out.  Consequently, they were 
rewarded with a library 
complete with solar, reading 
tables and forms, book 
shelves, librarian’s desk, chair 
and desktop computer. 
Together with the K125k library 
reward, the Foundation’s 
investment in the Waima 
community is K265k.  

more than one 
reason to 
celebrate  
Papua new 
guinea’s 42nd 
independence 
anniversary 



our investment footprint 

happy 42nd independence papua new guinea 
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