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Financial support for IDMI to open an
ophthalmology services unit

From left to right : the CEO of the Digicel Foundation, Ms. Sophia Stransky, the Director of IDMI, Dr. Claude Pean
and the Head of Projects for the Digicel Foundation, Ms. Rachel Pierre Champagne

The Digicel Foundation contributed financially to
launch an ophthalmology services unit at the Institute
of Dermatology and Infectious Illnesses (IDMI). The
goal of this contribution was to provide and install
ophthalmological equipment and supplies for the
center to serve vulnerable residents of Delmas
and to ensure patients receive treatment through
consultation and provide members of the concerned
communities eyeglasses at affordable prices.
In addition, IDMI hosts educational and training
activities emphasizing the importance of
ophthalmological treatment. Since its official
opening in the beginning of May, more than 250
patients have already been seen at the eye clinic, of
which 60% were women. The majority of patients
who have been examined as of today are between
35 and 50 years of age and the most recurring cases
that have been recorded are allergic conjunctivitis,
bacterial conjunctivitis, and different types of
myopias. Ophthalmology is one of ten services
offered by IDMI, including dermatology, minor
surgery, internal medicine, STD treatment, HIV/AIDS

treatment, pediatrics, obstetrics, tuberculosis, and
dental care.
“In spite of all the difficulties that Haiti is going
through, I decided to stay here to help this population,
whose needs are so great,” confided Dr. Claude
Pean, seated in her office in front of a wall covered
by awards granted to the IDMI team by specialized
institutions from around the country, including the
Ministry of Public Health and international donors.
IDMI has been in Haiti for more than 30 years,
but many people may not know this because the
institution was previously called Fame Perreo, wellknown in the field of dermatology in Haiti.
According to a study published in the book Vision
Problems, seven of every ten adults wear glasses.
Vision problems are the sensory effects that most
frequently affect adults. They affect three out of
every four people over 20 years of age, and 97% of
those over 60.
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Construction of a rural road to Panyòl
The best way to end the region’s isolation
Thanks to the support afforded by the Digicel
Foundation, the Dr. Louis G. Lamothe Foundation,
and the Klorofil Foundation in partnership with
GS Group, a construction company, have initiated
a rural road project in Panyòl in the month of
July. Panyòl is the third communal section of
Souçailles (a village of Kenscoff). Three quarters
of the construction work on this rural road has
been completed. The remaining 25% will consist
primarily of consolidating collapsed areas and
reinforcing some ravines. This rural road will
improve the ability of people in this region to get
around. Prior to the construction of this road, it
would take local residents more than two hours to
get to the principal artery in the town of Furcy.
Ranging in width from 2.50m to 5.50m at certain
points, the 2.66-kilometer-long road will, among
other things, facilitate the transport of agricultural
products from the communities of Panyòl,
Souçailles, Bwa Gode, Nan Térèse to communities.
It will also make it easier to transport supplies for
the reconstruction of a school in the area, which
will also provide a more conducive environment
for educating hundreds of students.
Earthwork in progress

According to the inhabitants of Panyòl, the
construction of the rural road is “a priority, a path to
development.” Some of them even agreed to give
up part of their planted land during the stripping
and clearing phases of the roadway construction,
even though the crops had reached maturity.
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Digicel Foundation successfully hosts its 5th session of
training in Camp-Perrin

A group of teachers following a presentation during a traning session held at Mazenod
In the last quarter, the Digicel Foundation completed three
training sessions for about 300 participants. The first
session, which extended over three weeks, was offered to
teachers invited to take courses in Phase 1 of the teachertraining program, which is spread out over a period of
18 months and includes modules on mathematics,
languages, and teaching methods. A second two-weeklong session focused on experimental sciences, social
sciences, civic education, and special needs was held for
teachers who had completed a minimum of 300 course

The Head of Projects of the Digicel Foundation, Rachel Pierre
Champagne, addressing teachers, at the closing ceremony of the
1st phase of the professional development program

hours in Phase 1 and had obtained a grade average of
75% or more. Furthermore, a third training session was
held for school directors to reinforce their competence
in pedagogic supervision, leadership, governance, and
community relations.
With less than 20% of classroom teachers certified to
practice their profession, the Foundation is convinced
that it is essential to continue to invest in training to
provide quality education and to build a better future.

Teachers attending the closing exposé
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The Digicel Foundation inaugurates seven new
buildings in four departments around the country
Last quarter, the Digicel Foundation inaugurated seven new school buildings in four of Haiti’s departments. The Western
department received 3 schools : Ecole Notre Dame Marie, Ecole Presbytérale St-Anne and Ecole Adrien Massa, the
Grand’Anse department, 2 schools: Ecole Nationale de Marfrand and Collège St-Raymond, the Southern department :
Ecole St-François d’Assise and the South East : Ecole Congréganiste St-Joseph. With these new additions, the Foundation
reached a total of 169 schools built throughout the country, providing access to education for more than 55,000 students.

Ecole Nationale de Marfrand

Ecole Congréganiste St-Joseph

Collège St-Raymond

Ecole Notre Dame

Ecole Presbytérale St-Anne

Ecole St-François d’Assise

Ecole Adrien Massa
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Impressions from a Digicel Foundation
volunteer

Farah Volcy shares her experience after participating in the professional development program.
“I have always expressed to my supervisor Yvanessa
St-Hubert a burning desire to be part of the Digicel
Foundation’s volunteer team. So it was very hard to hide
my joy when Yvanessa called me on July 1st, 2016, to tell
me that the opportunity had finally presented itself and
that I could join the Foundation’s training team for a week
in Camp Perrin for the program’s 5th session.
After a brief interview with the Head of Projects at the
Digicel Foundation, Rachel Pierre Champagne, I quickly
understood what the program consisted of and on the
next day, with two other Foundation employees, I left for
Camp Perrin on a new and grand adventure.
During the courses, I learned lots of new concepts in
relation to teaching methods and I was able to confirm
something I already experimented in teaching children from 6 to 14 years of age: children must
always be the center focus during the entire teaching process. Additionally, the lectures and
workshops on stress and emotional management led by specialists from CMBM (Center for Mind
and Body Medicine) were crucial for the teachers and after the group therapy sessions some of
them expressed how much relief they felt.
Several social activities were also held, including a talent show during which I had the privilege
of being the only woman judge’s panel to assess the participants ‘performances, a mini sport
tournament, movie night and a lot more. The informative discussions that followed some of the
films also impressed me as did the quiz show which allowed teachers to reflect on the ideas
learned during the course.
Thank you to the Digicel Foundation team for having given me the possibility to enjoy this fantastic
opportunity.
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Raffle for the reconstruction of Collège St-Martial:
The Digicel Foundation invites you to participate!

Model of the new premises of the « Petit Seminaire College St-Martial »

Petit Séminaire Collège Saint Martial (PSCSM) is an
institution of the Catholic Church directed by the
Congregation of the Holy Spirit. This private scholastic
establishment formed under the Concordat, was founded
on the 15th of March in 1865, and teaches boys in
preschool, elementary and high school levels. Destroyed
in the January 12, 2010 earthquake, one of the first
school buildings on the campus was rebuilt in 2015 by
the Digicel Foundation. However, the Directors at Saint
Martial’s goal is to continue until the entire school is
rebuilt. To this end, on September 22nd, they officially
launched a big raffle for the purpose of collecting the
funds needed for the project. The raffle tickets, in

addition to being available for purchase at Sogexpress
and at Délimart among others, can also be obtained
electronically for 50 gourdes via the SMS number 6062
which is being facilitated by the Digicel Foundation.
The Foundation enthusiastically invites you to participate
in the raffle and to contribute to the reconstruction of
Collège St-Martial... and who knows, your name may
appear on the list of the three big winners who will
take home, respectively, an Audi Q3 2016, a Honda
motorcycle, or a 7-KW Kubota generator at the end of the
raffle, which will take place this coming December 29th.

Contest “Live, Learn, Love Digicel Foundations”: the First Place
winner for Digicel Trinidad was within our walls.
As announced in our previous issue, the Digicel Foundation greeted it’s firstplace winner of the “Live, Learn, Love the Digicel Foundations” contest organized
last April, Traci Rostant-Bramble. Traci works in Digicel Trinidad and Tobago’s
Finance Department. The happy winner touched ground in Haiti on Sunday
September 25th. Traci’s week-long visit was full of activities. Aside from visiting
numerous schools built by the Foundation, such as Petit Séminaire Collège StMartial, Centre Mixte Rosalie Javouhey, Ecole Nationale de Grande Savanne
and Ecole Mixte Cholette currently under construction, the contest winner also
visited community projects, including the ophthalmological services unit of
the Institute of Dermatology and Infectious Illnesses (IDMI), opened as a result of financing received from the
Foundation. Traci was also accompanied to our famous Iron Market, the Deschapelles botanical garden, and the
National Panthéon museum.
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