




A more inclusive society

With the aim of continuing to promote a 
more inclusive society where the respect 
of fundamental rights and human dignity 
are guaranteed, Digicel and the Digicel 
Foundation organized a peaceful march on 
Friday, May 6th, 2016, to raise awareness 
among the population about the situation 
of people living with a disabilities. Digicel 
also wanted to renew its solidarity with 
this group of citizens, who count among 
the most vulnerable groups of society, and 
at the same time reinforce its links with 
the members of the big Haitian family 
where it has been established for 10 years.

More than 400 people, including many 
Digicel employees and more than 150 
people with special needs took part in the 
event, which was carried out in partnership 
with organizations specializing in the 
support and/or the protection of the 
rights of people with disabilities, such as 
Brac Brace and Limb Center, CES (Centre 
d’Education Spéciale), SHAA (Société 
Haïtienne d’Aide Aux Aveugles), HHH 
(Healing Hands Haiti), NPFS (Nos Petits 
Frères et Soeurs) and SOH (Special Olympics 
Haiti).  Digicel availed of the opportunity 
to honor these organizations by offering 
them each a plaque of gratitude for their 
contribution to the improvement of living 
conditions for this group of people which 
is often neglected.

The Digicel Foundation is proud to have 
been able to set up, alongside its different 
partners, several projects aimed towards 
people with special needs since the launch 
of its operations in 2007.
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Les Fondations DIGICEL

The final of the internal competition to raise awareness on the activities of the Digicel 
Foundation, christened << Live, Learn, Love the Digicel Foundations >> was held on May 
3rd, during a cocktail party organized for employees to celebrate Digicel’s 10th anniversary.

This competition was launched by the Digicel Haiti Foundation from the 5th to the 24th of 
April, with the aim of enabling Digicel employees to be better informed on the activities of 
the Digicel Foundation based in Haiti, as well as the other sister foundations, located in 
Papua New Guinea, Trinidad & Tobago and Jamaica.

From a series of 21 questions, meticulously selected for the occasion, each week the 
employees were directed to the websites of the Foundations in order to find the answers, 
while informing themselves on the different work of each foundation.

A total of 230 employees participated in the competition where 3 responded correctly 
to the 21 questions. Following a draw held to rank the 3 winners, Ambroise Pinchinat 
was crowned winner of the competition’s first prize. He will leave Haiti for Jamaica next 
September to visit our sister foundation and its projects there. Runner-up prizes of $2,000 
and $1,000 US dollars will be given respectively to the 2nd and 3rd place winners, Melissa 
Pierre and Bernard-Malensky Gaspard. They will have to use this money to finance a 
development project in their community.

The competition <<Live, Learn, Love the Digicel Foundations >> was held simultaneously 
in the 4 Digicel Foundations. Haiti will soon have the honor of welcoming the first-place 
winner of the Trinidad & Tobago Digicel Foundation competition.

“Live, Learn, Love” competition final
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I will not beat about the bush to reveal that I aspired from the beginning to win the 
first prize of the competition. However, aside from the desire to win, as one of the 
Foundation’s volunteers, I particularly wanted to use my participation to encourage 
my colleagues who had not initially thought of taking part in the initiative to do so.
The journey which this prize has allowed me to enjoy could have brought me to 
Papua New Guinea or Trinidad & Tobago but I didn’t hesitate for a second in choosing 
Jamaica and I did so for purely professional reasons. The head office of Digicel is 
situated in Kingston and I have often been told that the building’s construction 
plans are the same as those of Digicel Haiti. I want to compare the structures 
of the two buildings and draw inspiration from the logistical organization in the 
offices in Jamaica, in order to improve my work in Haiti.
I hope to collect the maximum amount of information possible on the work of the 
Jamaican Digicel Foundation, which I will then share with my colleagues upon my 
return to Haiti. Each moment of this visit will be recounted to them in the greatest 
detail.
The “Live, Learn, Love the Digicel Foundations” competition allowed me personally 
to understand that when something means a lot to you, you ensure to make 
sacrifices to dedicate the necessary time to it.
I cannot wait to go to Jamaica!

“Live, Learn, Love the Digicel Foundations” 
competition: winners’ testimonials

I think that the competition offered me the opportunity to do what characterizes 
me the best: confront challenges and win. I really love competitions and even 
though I did not win the first prize of the “Live, Learn, Love the Digicel Foundations” 
competition, I am proud to have participated in it and to have placed second.
For me, it is one of the best initiatives launched by the Digicel Foundation and I will 
not hesitate to participate in a similar activity if the opportunity arises.
I love working with children and one of the dreams that I cherish would be to open 
an orphanage, when I have the necessary funds, in order to take care of the maxi-
mum number of children possible.
The second prize for the competition, 2000 US dollars, will allow me to help 3 
street children to integrate into a host family and to go back to school.
As a volunteer for the Foundation, I have already resolved to dedicate much more 
time to helping it achieve some of its goals.

Pinchinat Ambroise
1st place

2nd Place
Melissa Pierre
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“Live, Learn, Love the Digicel Foundations” 
competition: winners’ testimonials (continued) 

Given that the Digicel Foundation staff were not invited to partake in the 
21 questions included in the “Live, Learn, Love the Digicel Foundations” 
competition, the Foundation organized a mini-competition dedicated 
exclusively to its employees. Each participant was invited to give a presentation 
divided into 3 parts: a section on Haiti, another on the achievements of the 
Digicel Foundation in the country and lastly, on their vision for the Digicel 
Foundation.
It was Cherby Fortuné, one of the engineers in the Foundation’s construction 

department, who gave the best presentation according to the jury, which was comprised of 3 members of the 
Executive Board: Josefa Gauthier, Su-yen Fombrun and Mark McGrath. Cherby will accompany the 1st place 
winner of the “Live, Learn, Love the Digicel Foundations” competition to Jamaica next September.
“I would like to commend the Executive Director of the Digicel Foundation for having thought of organizing this 
mini-competition so that the staff could test their knowledge of the Foundation’s projects in Haiti and to equally 
offer the winner the opportunity to visit a sister Foundation in Jamaica. There’s no doubt that this trip will allow 
me to make new discoveries in the area of building construction, which I am passionate about.”

Cherby Fortuné : The delighted winner of the mini- 
competition organized exclusively for the Foundation’s staff
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3ème gagnant
3rd place

Bernard-Malensky Gaspard

I am passionate about research in general and I personally 
appreciated how the Digicel Foundation organized the 
competition. The 36 hours delay that was granted for me 
to find the answers to the given questions, allowed me to 
gather the maximum amount of information about the Digicel 
Foundations and to win a prize of 1,000 US dollars that I will 
use to finance the school fees of 3 children from vulnerable 
families.



Second session of a round table of 
teacher-trainers

On Friday, May 6th, 2016, the Digicel Foundation held its second session of a round table for teacher-trainers on 
the premises of “Healing Hands Haiti”, with more than 60 participants from 19 organizations.
The training of teachers constitutes one of the priorities of the Digicel Foundation. Improving the knowledge of 
teacher-trainers proves essential to ensure the quality of the information passed on to those who are entrusted 
with the noble task of educating school students.

According to the Head of Projects at 
the Digicel Foundation, Rachel Pierre-
Champagne, the objective of these round 
tables is to become more efficient by creating 
a network of experienced organizations, 
which will be used as a platform to share 
knowledge on best practices in addition 
to facilitating learning between peers and 
avoiding duplication of activities.

The second round table, initiated among other 
things, an exchange of ideas leading towards 
the development of standard evaluation 
tools for the teachers participating in the 
various training programs. These tools will 
allow organizations to better measure the 
impact of their training on the beneficiaries.
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Support for stateless persons in the 
Dominican Republic and Haiti   

The Digicel Foundation has been moved by the fate 
of the Dominicans of Haitian descent and Haitian 
migrants whose legal status in the Dominican Republic 
is precarious following the adoption of Ruling 168-13 
by the Dominican Constitutional Court in September 
2013.  The Foundation committed to provide financial 
support of 500,000 dollars over a 3-year period, through 
the American Jewish World Service (AJWS).  The grant 
aims to reinforce the activities of this noble organization, 
which has worked for many years to protect the rights of 
Dominicans and Haitian migrants.

The American Jewish World Service is a non-profit 
organization with a wealth of experience providing non-
sectarian humanitarian assistance in various countries, 
notably in the area of human rights. In the regions where 
it is established it prioritizes work with community-based 
organizations, and this equally applies for the projects it 
implements in Haiti and the Dominican Republic.

On May 25th, the Head of Projects of the Digicel 
Foundation, Rachel Pierre-Champagne, made a three-
day trip to the Dominican Republic to meet some of 
the organizations that were supported by the Digicel 
Foundation’s grant to the American Jewish World Service. 
This field visit related particularly to meeting the key 
actors involved in defending the human and civil rights 
of denationalized individuals, such as:
• The “Observacíon Migratoria y el Desarrollo   
 Social en el Caribe (OBMICA)”
• The “Movimiento de Mujeres Dominico Haitiana  
 (MUDHA)”
• The “REconoci.do”
• The ”Centro para la Educacíon Y el Desarollo   
 (CEDUCA)”

These organizations continue to increase their work in 
the field, each in its respective sphere of activity, such as:

• Social services;

• The plea for the regulation of illegal immigrants’  
 situations and their citizenship;
• Capacity building for citizens of illegal status,   
 equipping them with appropriate elements of   
 language in order to better defend their rights;
• The training of young leaders in negotiation and  
 accountability.

The Digicel Foundation reiterates its wish to continue 
to work alongside organizations fighting for the respect 
of all citizens’ integrity and well-being, with the aim of 
participating in the creation of more just societies where 
individuals’ fundamental rights are respected.  According 
to Ms. Pierre Champagne, who was very moved by  the 
stories and information shared during her trip, “Meeting 
Dominicans and Haitians who are committed to the cause 
and listening to their cases made me realize how deeply 
complex the issue is and that it will take generations to 
improve it. But nonetheless, I sensed a lot of hope.”
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Construction launch of École Nationale 
Carrefour Lundi

The Digicel Foundation began construction work on 
the << Ecole Nationale Carrefour Lundi >> on the 29th 
of March, 2016. The establishment, situated between 
Carrefour St-Therese and the first section of Petit-Trou 
des Nippes (a rural area in the department of Nippes), 
will be constructed with reinforced concrete, reinforced 
blocks and a metal roof. It will consist of 11 classrooms, 
a sanitation block and an administration.
The construction of this school will give the opportunity 
to more than 216 students to develop in a healthy 

environment, which will foster their well-being and 
create the optimal conditions for learning.

The new school, which is expected to be inaugurated 
next October, will replace a patchwork construction of 
a single room separated into several classrooms.

It will be the 5th school built in Nippes by the Digicel 
Foundation, and their 172nd school built across the 
country.
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École Nationale Carrefour Lundi before construction

Site of École Nationale Carrefour Lundi
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162nd school inauguration

Within the series of activities commemorating Digicel’s 
10th anniversary in Haiti, the company’s Foundation 
carried out the inauguration of the new school buildings 
of the Ecole Communitaire de Didier, at Fond-des-Negres 
on the 12th of May.
Founded on the 9th of October 2009, the Ecole 
Communitaire de Didier, consists of 7 fully furnished 
classrooms, administration offices and a sanitation block. 
It is the 162nd school built by the Digicel Foundation, 
which has set as its objective the completion of 175 school 
construction projects across Haiti’s 10 departments, by 
March 2017.

The inauguration ceremony took place in the presence 
of the Foundation Board Chairman, Ms Josefa Gauthier, 
local authorities, members of the population of Fonds 
-des-Negres and more than 20 Digicel employees, most 
of whom work generally as volunteers during activities 
organized by the Foundation.
<< The Digicel Foundation is very proud to officially 
inaugurate the Ecole Comunitaire de Didier and this 
inauguration proves to be even more special because it 
coincides with Digicel’s 10th anniversary >>, 
rejoiced Josefa Gauthier.
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The new faciliies of École Communautaire de Didier




