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We were happy to receive 303 applications, 
completed and full of potential, from organizations 
located across the territory and it was with great 
difficulty that we selected 63 to advance to the 
second phase.  

To promote the commemoration of our tenth 
anniversary, we have organized various Staff 
engagement activities and, as usual, we have been 
overjoyed with the involvement of our volunteers, 
who have responded with fervor and have again 
exhibited the spirit of solidarity and sharing that 
reign at Digicel. We thank our Patron, Mr. Denis 
O’Brien, for participating in one of our activities and 
for having dedicated some of his valuable time to 
these young university students who represent the 
future of the country.

At this time, we are experiencing a difficult startup of 
the school year due to various political and weather 
conditions that we have had to face, but we are 
confident that all students will manage to complete 
the year successfully.  We take this occasion to 
honor the determination of the parents, who make 
enormous sacrifices every day so that their children 
can attend school.

With the inauguration of two new schools and three 
projects in preparation, we approach our major goal 
of building 175 schools. All this is possible thanks to 
your constant support, which by the way, represents 
the biggest contribution that we rely on daily. 

Happy Reading

We started our new fiscal year with enthusiasm and 
optimism because it is a year of celebration. Ten 
years ago the Foundation took its place alongside 
Haitian communities and began the work of 
improving the daily lives of their members. Although 
the years have flown by, we have been able to touch 
approximately 1.2 million beneficiaries through our 
various programs, thanks to investments of more 
than 60 million US dollars.

In this six-month period, in celebration of the Haitian 
people, we have launched the Konbit Pou Chanjman 
program, currently in the project site visits phase, 
under the leadership of a committee composed of 
Foundation employees and board members.  

message from our  

CEO

Sophia Stransky
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Founded in 2008, Haven is an Irish non-governmental organization 
whose mission is to support Haitians by building strong, sustainable 
livelihoods and communities. Haven works exclusively in Haiti to 
improve sanitation and water supply, training and education, and 
shelter solutions for its people.

After the passage of Hurricane Matthew in 2016, the Foundation, which 
is one of the main partners in the organization, made a donation of US 
$30,000 that had been collected from hundreds of Digicel employees 
working in its 32 markets, to deliver needed aid and recovery to 
communities on the Ile-à-Vache and Cavaillon, primarily for the repair 
of eight schools on Ile-à-Vache and the re-installation of an irrigation 
system for 200 community farmers and their families, a total of 1,200 
beneficiaries.

During back-to-school 2017, the Digicel Foundation, in collaboration 
with some of its partners, began the distribution of school bags for 2,190 
children. These schools bags were distributed in various orphanages 
and establishments such as the “Beraca” orphanage in Thomazeau, the 
orphanage “la Main Divine” at Fonds Parisien, the “Marie’s” orphanage 
in Delmas 75, and the “Enfant Jésus de Prague” orphanage, to name 
just a few.

The goal of this operation was to support students living in precarious 
economic situations to help them get back to school. With their new 
bags, the student beneficiaries will be able to begin the school year 
with a smile

g r a n t s
H A V E n

B a c k - t o - S c h o o l  w i t h  t h e
D i g i c e l  F o u n d a t i o n
2 , 1 9 0  b a c k p a c k s  d i s t r i b u t e d

A school bag distribution Some students, very happy with their 
new schools bags

Intallation of an irrigation system
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Since April we have organized three volunteer activ-
ities with the participation of many of our employ-
ees and partners. 

The first activity took place on April 21 at the Cen-
tre Sportif pour l’Espoir sports complex with approx-
imately fifty Digicel employees and fifty children 
from Special Olympics Haiti who had fun participat-
ing in various recreational activities such as track 
and field events, soccer, volleyball, and table tennis. 

To reinforce its involvement in promoting social 

inclusion and integration of people with special 
needs, the Foundation, which has supported Spe-
cial Olympics Haiti financially for many years, used 
the opportunity to present a symbolic check for US 
$50,000.

On May 24, we held our second volunteer activity, 
with scholarship students, all beneficiaries of the 

A friendly football match filled with passion

Very enthusiastic and determined participants

t h r e e  n e w  v o l u n t e e r 
a c t i v i t i e s
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order to advise them and help them select a career 
to forge their futures.   

To help them absorb the information presented to 
them, the students were divided into seven groups, 
and followed group by group the presentations on 
various career choices that are possible in Haiti 
and that provide a decent income. numerous pro-
fessionals from Digicel and partners transformed 
themselves into trainers for the day to explain to 
the students what is involved in fields of study such 
as education, construction, health, hospitality and 
tourism, legal sciences, management, technology, 
and telecommunications.

The presentations focused on the advantages and 
disadvantages of the fields of study and various 
types of careers, the various opportunities that each 
field offers, the major challenges that will confront 
them and preparations needed to start now to en-
sure a profession within one of these future fields. 

HELP organization, for which the main speaker was 
Mr. Denis O’Brien, who shared numerous professional 
experiences with these young people and bestowed 
judicious entrepreneurial advice on them. Mr. O’Brien 
used the occasion to contribute US $100,000 of his 
own funds to the HELP organization, which the Foun-
dation has also supported since 2009. The prima-
ry goal of this effort is to offer scholarships to stu-
dents from lower income families who perform well 
in terms of academics. These scholarships pay the 
costs of tuition and room and board, academic 
counseling, internships, language courses, access 
to libraries, employment services, and also books. 
To date, the organization has received more than US 
$150,000 from the Digical Foundation for develop-
ment and maintenance of their various programs.

To conclude the series of employee involvement 
activities for this six month period, on Wednesday 
June 28 the Digicel Foundation organized a “Career 
Day”  for 130 high school students of the Collège 
Classique d’Haïti, from 10th grade to 13th grade in 

Mr Denis O’Brien from the Digicel Foundation and Mr Conor Bohan 
from HELP

Picture with a few participants

View of a training session

Some students and trainers at “Carrer Day”
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f o c u s  o n  o u r  t r a i n i n g 

As usual, last July and August, we began the summer 
with three intensive training sessions at Mazenod, 
Camp-Perrin, for more than 300 teachers from our 
40 schools. 

A total of 173 teachers participated in the kickoff of 
the first phase of the program from July 17 to August 
4. They benefited from training based essentially 
on fundamental ideas and language teaching 
techniques, particularly Créole and French, and 
mathematics. 

Following this session, about 50 school principals, 
who had already completed training on the 
pedagogic role of the principal and administrative 
personnel last January, were able to practice the 
knowledge gained in this seminar while also receiving 
elementary knowledge of pedagogic supervision, 
leadership, governance, and community relations.

To finish up the summer, 120 teachers who had 
participated in the first phase of the program over 
the course of the last 18 months were invited to a 
new session for the second phase on elementary 
knowledge of education for citizenship, social 
sciences, and experimental sciences.     An exchange between a trainer and a teacher
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Using various modules, the teachers will greatly 
improve their aptitude in the classroom so as to be 
more effective in teaching various disciplines.

To add a pedagogic, practical, and technical boost 
to this new school year, our trainers participated 
in training sessions on how to ensure dynamic 
and participatory training in the classroom. These 
sessions were conducted by the InnovED (Institut 
Supérieur de Formation) within the framework of 
the trainers’ training project established by the 
Foundation.

Crafts made by kindergarten teachers

Souvenir picture with teachers attending phase II

Representation of a Digicel Foundation school made by 
teachers

Project made by 1st grade teachers
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s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n

The Digicel Foundation inaugurated two new schools 
at the end of the 2016-2017 school year, one in Petit 
Goâve and the other in Mirebalais.

 On May 18, the École nationale notre Dame du 
Perpétuel Secours, located at Durissy, 12th communal 
section of Petit-Goâve, and rebuilt in 2007 by the 
Digicel Foundation, was expanded with the addition 
of six new classrooms to receive students in the third 
cycle, to the delight of the students.

On June 21, the Digicel Foundation dedicated the 
École Communautaire Mixte Cholette, located 
at Domond, Mirebalais, with the construction of 
seven new classrooms, sanitary facilities, and an 
administrative building.  This project was completed 
through a long-term partnership between Summit 
Education and the Foundation. 

View prior to construction of  Ecole Communautaire Mixte 
Cholettte

View of the new construction
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Partial view of the Ecole de Notre Dame du Perpétuel Secours

Ecole National Congreganiste de Bainet, in the South-East Ecole Notre Dame du Perpétuel Secours in Bel Air, West

Ecole National PJ Mara de Jolivert in Bassin Bleu, North-West

A student very pleased with his new school

Soon the Foundation will reach 175 schools, only 3 remain under construction
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To commemorate the Digicel Foundation’s 10th 
year anniversary, several initiatives have been 
launched since March 2017. One such initiative is 
a new campaign called Konbit Pou Chanjman, 
which was set up to help communities by reducing 
their vulnerability. At the end of this campaign, 10 
community projects, one project in each department, 
will be financed in the amount of US $10,000 each. 

Last June 16, the document submission phase 
ended with more than 300 applications received. 
Sixty-three were selected for the second phase, 
which consists of a visit to the project sites by a 
committee of Digicel Foundation members and its 
board of directors.

Following these visits, on January 15, 2018, 20 
organizations will be selected to advance to the 
final phase. The 20 finalists (2 per department) 
will receive a letter notifying them of their selection.  
In February, the finalists will be invited to Port-au-
Prince to present their community projects in front 
of the Konbit Pou Chanjman jury where they will 
also participate in a training on governance and 
management of non-profit organizations. The 
grand finale will take place in March 2018 with the 
announcement of the 10 winners.

Agricultural project from the organization of the young Mapois for development, located in L’Estere, Artibonite

Gabion project in Petite Rivière des Nippes by the Haiti Terre de 
Rêve (HATER) organization to protect 250 families exposed to 
floods and landslides and 250 hectares of agricultural land.

Certificate of Participation presented to an organization

u p d a t e  o n  t h e
k o n b i t  p o u  c h a n j m a n
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 digicelhaiti  @DigicelHaiti  digicelhtpap

www.fondationdigicelhaiti.org 


