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T
his new year is of very special importance for the Digi-
cel Foundation because it marks 10 years of our exist-
ence.  10 years of supporting communities in Haiti in 
the development of a better future for the sons and 
daughters of this country. 

The Foundation’s investment of more than US$ 60 million has 
made it possible to accomplish remarkable achievements to 
improve the daily life of many Haitians. Nationwide, 1.2 million 
beneficiaries have been touched in one way or another by the 
work of the Foundation.  Our main programs: school construc-
tion, teacher and school director training, financing of commu-
nity projects and staff engagement stem from our mission to 
contribute to the progress of the Haitian people.  

Today more than 55,000 children attend classes in the 171 
schools built by the Digicel Foundation throughout the country, 
and approximately 1,800 teachers and school directors have 
been trained within the framework of the professional devel-
opment program set up to improve the quality of education in 
these schools and to give each child a chance to be empow-
ered.  In addition, the Digicel Foundation has subsidized 151 
community projects in areas such as adult literacy, access to 
safe drinking water, reforestation, and the inclusion of per-
sons with reduced mobility and special needs to develop 
resilient communities throughout Haiti. 

However, the Foundation’s achievements cannot be sum-
marized merely in numbers. The testimonies that we have 
had the pleasure of hearing in the field reassure us that 
the work accomplished throughout this decade has truly 
transformed the lives of many people. To all volunteers, 
partners, board members, and employees who have con-
tributed to this transformation, I express to you my most 
heartfelt appreciation.  The success of the Foundation de-
pends on all of us! And, I count on you for the continued 
success of our on-going programs, particularly the “Kon-
bit pou Chanjman” campaign, which was just launched 
on the occasion of our ten-year anniversary.

Sophia Stransky

A MESSAGE 
FROM OUR CEO
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Anseye pou Ayiti (Teach for Haiti) is a teacher-
training organization created with the goal 
of improving educational results in Haiti’s 
most disadvantaged areas. Teaching and 
leadership are the areas of intervention. The 
organization works in partnership with the 
Digicel Foundation, which has always made 
education its priority. Since 2015, a cohort of 
teacher-leaders has participated in this two-
year scholarship program and worked full-
time in 15 understaffed schools serving more 
than 700 students in the Artibonite and Centre 
departments. Between November 2015 and 

today, the Digicel Foundation has contributed 
more than US$15,000 to this program. 

As a result of its partnership with the Foundation, 
Anseye pou Ayiti (APA) continues to promote 
modern learning techniques aimed at having 
a greater impact on the students’ academic 
progress. During a visit in December 2016, 
Rachel Pierre Champagne, Head of Projects 
at the Digicel Foundation, could clearly see a 
difference in the level of the results obtained 
thus far and is delighted to have supported 
such a project. 

COMMUNITY 
PROJECTS

A class session with a teacher from Anseye Pou 
Ayiti

“The impact is clear. The children are 

motivated and more dynamic. The 

teaching personnel are also more en-

gaged. The results are excellent. It is true 

transformation by learning”, declared 

Rachel Pierre Champagne after her final 

visit to the Centre. 

ANSEYE POU AYITI
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With the goal of promoting a more inclusive 
society, the Digicel Foundation financed a 
project of the FONHARE organization seeking 
to facilitate the movement of persons with 
reduced mobility in the city of Ouanaminthe. 
In September 2016, a total of US$14,692 was 
allocated to the organization to carry out this 
project which consisted of installing fifteen 
access ramps in eight locations. Four homes, 
two schools, a hospital, and the Mayor’s office 
are now accessible to those who have partial 
paralysis to circulate on their own. 

At the end of February during a routine site 
visit, a beneficiary in her fifties acquiesced 
about the program’s positive impact claiming 
to the usefulness of the work done in her home 
which better facilitated her ability to move 
around. She beamed of genuine happiness 
knowing finally that she can access these 
different spaces.  “I finally feel valued. I feel a 
new zest for life. My days will be much less 
painful,” she says with a smile on her face, very 
satisfied with being able to move around again 
in and out of her own house. 

The Digicel Foundation has always expressed 
a particular interest in people with disabilities. 
Through its financing of FONHARE’s program 
for independent living, community access, 
and school integration, the Digicel Foundation 

A ramp allowing access to toilets

underscores its commitment to enable persons 
living with handicaps to integrate fully into 
society.

A ramp facilitating access 
to a public space

FONHARE 
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Noting that there was no library in the town 
of Tabarre, a student group named SELAK-
OUN, founded in 2007, decided to do some-
thing about the problem. With their own 
funds, these young people identified a space 
at Tabarre 48 to start a library with 500 books 
to specifically offer access to Haitian literature. 
To further develop the space, in May 2016, 
SELAKOUN reached out to the Digicel Foun-
dation, which was glad to help the members 
acquire additional books and needed materi-
als. The Digicel Foundation also equipped the 

A student in the new reading 
room

View of the children reading 
room

space with reading rooms and a computer lab 
by providing the necessary furniture at a value 
of US$16,667 for the leisure of the young stu-
dents wanting to stimulate their minds. 

The SELAKOUN library is the only one of its 
kind in the Tabarre community and it welcomes 
young people from Clercine, Caradeux, Croix 
des Bouquets, and other neighboring areas. 
The Digicel Foundation agreed to finance this 
project because of its great reach and positive 
impact for the residents in these areas.

SELAKOUN library at 
Tabarre

SELAKOUN 
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Last October, the country’s greater 
south region was hit by a devastating 
hurricane. Well in advance of its 
arrival, the Digicel Foundation  

adopted preventive measures by informing 
local school personnel in areas located on the 
direct path of the hurricane. The information 

Metal sheets distribution 
at the College Immaculee 
Conception of Deron

Beneficiaries receiving 
food kits in the Nippes 

HURRICANE MATTHEW

was rapidly disseminated, which made it 
possible for thousands of people to find shelter 
in safe places and thus protect themselves and 
avoid the worst. 

In response to the damage caused by this 
natural disaster, a sum of approximately US$ 
300,000 was invested by the Foundation for the 
distribution of food kits, sheet metal, tarpaulins, 
blankets, flashlights, and water purification 
tablets with the support of partners including 
World Vision, Microsoft, Zanmi Lasante, IOM, 
and Caris Foundation. The majority of these 
kits and other supplies were distributed to 18 
schools built by the Digicel Foundation, also 
used as temporary shelters to house thousands 

VOLUNTEERING 
AT THE FOUNDATION



7

affected by the disaster. The Foundation is 
pleased that the schools were able to serve as 
shelters for the local population. 

In addition, the Foundation is very grateful to all 
employees who contributed in different ways 
to increase the impact of the Foundation’s 
response in the affected regions. A particularly 
big thank you goes out to those who 
volunteered and played a major role in this 
gesture of solidarity toward our compatriots by 
assisting with the preparation of the food kits, 
the sorting of clothing for displaced persons, 
and the distribution of supplies in selected 
areas. 

We are thrilled to have been able to express 
our solidarity toward the affected population. 
Each distribution effort allowed us to share 
more love and hope than anything else.

In addition to these activities, the Digicel 
Foundation deployed its team of engineers to 
more than its 80 schools located in affected 
areas to complete assessments of the schools 
which sustained certain damages.  The repairs 
are already underway and will extend over the 
next year or so.

Host Family accom-
modated at the 
College Immaculee 
Conception grateful 
for the help of the 
Digicel Foundation

A local resident receiving a 
food kit after hurricane Mat-
thew

Metal sheets distribution 
at the Ecole Nationale 

Andre of Beaumont
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Pierre Richard Gaurin has worked for 
Digicel for 10 years. Like many em-
ployees, he began in customer service, 
where he worked for about one year. 

Today he serves as a Subject Matter Expert in 
Digicel Business. Pierre Richard is an extrovert; 
he likes to have people around him to talk to 
about various topics.  “When I am alone, I get 
bored a lot. I often feel lost,” he confided to us. 

Asked about his motives for volunteering, 
Pierre Richard explains that he considers him-
self a “humanist.” He likes to feel close to peo-
ple, because for him it is the only way to under-
stand what other people are experiencing and 

to help them. Helping others, according to him, 
should be “one of the most important goals for 
every human being.” Pierre Richard often asks 
this question: “How can we be happy when 
those around us are sad and hopeless?” 

After accompanying a Foundation team that 
was distributing food kits and other supplies to 
those affected by Hurricane Matthew, Pierre 
Richard was heartbroken by the suffering that 
the residents were experiencing.  He became a 
member of an association whose primary goal 
is to raise funds to carry out development pro-
jects, particularly in Marfrand, Anse-d’Hainault, 
and Deron. 

A hardworking 
Volunteer

PIERRE RICHARd GAURIN 
PROFILE OF A DIGICEL VOLUNTEER
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In the spirit of sharing and festivity each 
year the Digicel Foundation selects a group 
of schools from among those it has built 
throughout the country’s 10 departments to 

distribute Christmas gifts to their students. 

The children who attend its schools often 
live in rather difficult conditions. Apart from 
the immediate school environment, where 
they have access to a playground, not much 

Two students very happy 
with gifts 

Surprise encounter with 
Santa 

The Foundation staff gather-
ing gifts for the kids

recreation is available in their community. This 
initiative allows them to experience some 
healthy fun and to enjoy magical moments of 
Christmas, all made possible by the generosity 
of Digicel employees.

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS WITH CHILdREN
A TRADITION AT THE DIGICEL FOUNDATION



10

As it does every year, on December 
28th, the Digicel Foundation awarded 
certificates of excellence to honor the 

best educators who had completed Phase 1 of 
its teacher-training program. These 20 brilliant 
teachers each received a prize via Mon Cash 
for their excellent performance. The first three 
received 25,000 gourdes, seven others received 
15,000 gourdes and the 10 last received 12,000 
gourdes as long as they commit to teaching 
for an additional two years at a Digicel school. 

On January 6, 2017, three months after 
Hurricane Matthew hit the area, 
the LIDE organization, directed by 

Dr. Kathryn Adams, conducted a seminar 
for the Digicel Foundation trainers on the 
psychological impact that traumatizing events 
can have on people. These trainers will help 
teachers and their students living in affected 
regions recover and with reason resume their 
learning by applying techniques taught during 
this training.

Honorary prizes 
awarded to the top 3 

schools

A vu of the participants 

The top 20 teachers

The three (3) top-rated schools also received 
40,000 gourdes each. The 18-month training 
program includes basic subjects such as Math, 
French, Creole, and technical skills. 

TEACHER TRAINING 
PROGRAM

LIdÈ

CERTIFICATE CEREMONY
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The Digicel Foundation continues to 
assign great importance to the school 
directors’ training program to ensure 

good management of the schools it has built 
and the quality of the education imparted to 
the children. The last rotation of Phase 1 of this 
program took place January 30 - February 3. 

A view of a training 
session

The topics discussed included the pedagogical 
role of the school principal, administrative 
management, the school council, and work 
contracts, among others. These school 
principals will take part in a second seminar 
next August at Camp-Perrin, in the South, to 
put into practice the ideas learned in Phase 1. 

TRAINING OF SCHOOL dIRECTORS

School directors attending a 
week session
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The Foyer Culturel du Mexique, located 
in the large urban area of Cité-Soleil, can 
accommodate more than 1000 students and  is 
the second school that the Digicel Foundation 
opened in 2017. It is the largest school that the 
Foundation has opened since its inception 
in 2007.  This 171th school, directed by the 
CDS, was built with the financial help of US$ 
730,000 from the Mexican people through 
the Carlos Slim Foundation in partnership with 
the Happy Hearts Fund under the supervision 
of the Digicel Foundation. The school includes 
18 classrooms distributed in two earthquake-
proof buildings, each with three levels, plus an 
administrative building, sanitary facilities, and 
a multisport playing field. It is also equipped 
with school furniture valued at US$30,000, 
also provided by the Digicel Foundation. 

During the construction of each of the 
schools, the Foundation always organizes 
community meetings to inform residents on 
the details and various phases of the  project 
outlining how beneficiaries are to be involved 
in the protection of these institutions and the 
contribution toward students’ development. 
In this vein, the Foundation held two 
community meetings last January, the first on 
January 18 in Bassin Bleu, near Port de Paix, 
and the second in Durrissy, a section of Petit-
Goâve. 

The Digicel Foundation is very proud of having 
opened two schools at the beginning of 2017 in 
Petit Trou de Nippes  and  Cité-Soleil, bringing 
it closer to its ambitious goal of building 175 
schools throughout 
the country by the 
end of 2017.

On January 18, the 
Ecole Nationale 
Communautaire 
de Carrefour Lundi, 
the 170th school, 
opened its doors in a brand-new building 
that replaces the thatched roof where it had 
been previously housed. From now on, more 
than 450 students will be able to attend class 
and learn in this modern building that boasts 
11 new earthquake- and hurricane-proof 
classrooms.

SCHOOLS CONSTRUCTION

rigée par la CDS, a été construite grâce à un 
financement de 730 000 dollars américains du 
peuple mexicain à travers la Fondation Carlos 
Slim en partenariat avec Happy Hearts Fund 
sous la supervision de la Fondation Digicel. 
L’école dispose de 18 salles de classe, réparties 
dans deux bâtiments parasismiques de trois 
niveaux chacun ainsi qu’un bloc administratif, 
un bloc sanitaire et un terrain de jeu multisport. 
Elle est aussi équipée en mobilier scolaire pour 
un montant de 30 000 dollars américains 
fourni par la Fondation Digicel. 

Lors de la construction de chacune de ses 
écoles, La Fondation organise toujours des 
rencontres avec les communautés vivant aux 
alentours afin de partager le contenu et les 
différentes phases du projet ainsi que leurs 
implications en tant que bénéficiaires afin de 
protéger ces établissements et encadrer da-
vantage les élèves. C’est dans cette optique 
qu’elle a procédé en janvier dernier à deux 
réunions communautaires, la première le 18 
janvier à Bassin Bleu situé à 30 km de Port de 
Paix et la seconde le 20 km de Durrissy, une 
section communale de Petit-Goâve. 

A view of the Ecole 
Communautaire Carrefour 
Lundi

Jolivert residents participating with  
enthusiasm at a community meeting

Two students at their new 
schools

A view of the Foyer 
Culturel du Mexique
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The ten-year celebration of the Digicel 
Foundation began this year with a real 
spirit of commitment by the company 
staff. Commemorative activities took 

place on Friday March 10 when, for an entire 
day, employees shared their stories and re-
newed their intention to work as volunteers, 
all the while having fun. On Tuesday March 14, 
the celebration continued with splendor, this 
time during a press conference to present to 
the public Digicel Foundation’s accomplish-
ments in the last decade and launch its “Konbit 
pou Chanjman” campaign.  

During this campaign, 10 community projects, 
one in each department, will be financed in the 

amount of US$10,000 each. The Digicel Foun-
dation has launched to commemorate its 10th 
anniversary by inviting organizations to com-
pete for finance to develop their communities.

All non-profit organizations located and reg-
istered in Haiti, including associations as well 
as charitable educational and religious insti-
tutions that have been in existence for three 
years or more are eligible to participate. Educa-
tion, culture, inclusion, livelihoods, and disaster 
prevention are activities that will be considered 
as projects for this campaign. Organizations 
that want to participate must first download 
the application form and instructions from the 
website www.fondationdigicelhaiti.org. Then, 

TEN YEAR CELEBRATION 
ANd LAUNCH OF THE COME TOGETHER FOR 
CHANGE CAMPAIGN (KONBIT POU CHANJMAN)
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they must submit the duly completed forms 
to the following email address Fondation.
projet@digicelgroup.com no later than June 
16, 2017. Once the application is received, ap-
plicants will receive a receipt of confirmation. 
Follow-up notice will be sent on July 21, 2017 

From right to left
Digicel Haiti CEO: Selorm Adadevoh with
two special guests : Catherine O’Brien and 
Maria Mulcahy at the the press conference 

Celebration after the 
press conference

to inform  participants if they have ad-
vanced to phase 2. 

The accepted organizations will be 
asked to coordinate with the assess-
ment team to arrange a scheduled site 
visit. On January 15th 2018, twenty or-
ganizations (2 per department) out of 
all the contestants will be notified that 
they have been selected for the final 
phase. In February, the finalists will be 
invited to Port-au-Prince to present 
their community project to the “Kon-
bit Pou Chanjman” jury and they will 

also participate in a training on governance 
and management for non-profit organizations. 
The Grand Finale will take place in March 2018, 
where 10 winners will be announced.
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