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• US$454,000
• 3 Schools Refurbished
• 11,779 Impacted
• 11 New Projects
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 	Magic In Movement 

Arts Alive Tobago joined forces with the Digicel Foundation to implement a dynamic project designed to 
incorporate persons with special needs into the world of performing arts.  The ‘REACH’ project was launched 
in Tobago in June 2015 and consists of three main components: ‘Music and Movement Are Magic’, ‘A Gift of 
Song’ and ‘Dance Yuh Dance’.  Students from the three special needs schools in Tobago: Tobago Technical 
Vocational School, Happy Haven and Tobago School for the Deaf, Hearing and Language Impaired participated 
in the programme.  

Anne-Marie Brimacombe, founder of Arts Alive and leader of the REACH project, expressed her deep gratitude 
to the Digicel Foundation for its involvement as well as her genuine excitement at being afforded the 
opportunity to work with the various Tobago-based special needs organisations. 

The programme will continue with a second installment in the new school year.
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 	Innovation in Aquaponics 

The Digicel Foundation continues to partner with the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries to implement 
the Aquaponics Programme. Aquaponics is a food production system that combines hydroponics (growing 
plants in water) and aquaculture (rearing marine animals) in a symbiotic unit. The goal of this initiative is 
to provide an alternative vocational skill for students to use the programme as a method of therapeutic 
learning and to be an introduction to an income earning alternative for persons with special needs.
  
Five new partner schools joined the programme last year: the National Centre for Persons with Disabilities (NCPD), 
Aspirare Learning Community, Audrey Jeffers School for the Deaf, Lady Hochoy Cocorite and Wharton-Patrick 
School bringing the total number of special needs schools recipients to 14.  Additionally, an 18-pipe unit was set 
up at the Ministry’s Aquaculture Unit to facilitate school tours, training and demonstrations.   
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 	THE ‘411’ on
	 GRANT FUNDNG  

In April 2015, fourteen, NGOs came together to build their capacity in the area of grant proposal writing.  

The two-day workshop, entitled, ‘Extraordinary Endeavors’ was facilitated by Agitate Media.  The sessions 
focused on identifying opportunities for impact; sustainability; budget development; measuring project 
success, and engaging a sponsor.

Among the 14 groups present were: Nature Seekers; LoveUntil Foundation; Roxborough Police Youth Club 
(Tobago); Youth Business of Trinidad and Tobago; YMCA and Cerebal Palsy Parents’ Association.  

Upon completion of the workshop, seven proposals were submitted to the Foundation’s Board, of which 
Nature Seekers’ Glass Slumping project was given the nod. 
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 	Extraordinary Projects Impacting 	
	 Communities – EPIC

In March 2016, the Digicel Foundation developed EPIC - Extraordinary Projects Impacting Communities - as 
an avenue to cushion the effects of the economic downturn. EPIC aims to deliver a series of small-scale 
community-based projects that have the potential to enhance public spaces and contribute towards health, 
education and sport development in local communities.  

Our first EPIC partner, the Community Transformation Committee from the Dibe/Belle Vue/Dundonald Hill 
community, accessed the US$5,000 grant to improve its existing community play park, named after community 
icon, author Frank Porter, who donated funds to build the initial park.  The Foundation also partnered with 
Rene Sound and Audio, Strictly FX and Vantage View to launch the EPIC initiative.
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 	Annual Opportunities to Volunteer

In true Digicel Christmas style, the Digicel Foundation team, together with staff volunteers, took to the streets 
to spread the Christmas joy and cheer. Our Christmas activities included: Feeding the socially displaced; 
visits to various Senior Homes and hosting our Annual Children’s Christmas party for 300 children. We followed 
Christmas with opportunities for our partners with special needs to attend Carnival events sponsored by Digicel. 
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“Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it’s the only thing that 
ever has.” - Margaret Mead
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