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As we celebrate the Foundation’s 6th anniversary, we must 
recognise that the achievements attained are the combined 

efforts of everyone…..our Team, our partners, and the entire 
Digicel family. Each measure of support and encouragement 
has fuelled the success achieved in advocating for inclusion 
and advancing positive change. We thank you, and invite 
you to reflect with us on the past months. Happy reading!
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Six years, and oh what a thrilling six years it has been! 

Reflecting on the growth, triumph and positive change 
that we have achieved has reinforced the importance 
of the work we do at the Foundation. The true value of 
the Foundation’s work can be seen by the impact made 
in furthering the most marginalised in our society. 

Our partners continue to empower us to serve 
communities and transform lives. The Special 
Olympics of Trinidad and Tobago continues to 
navigate unchartered waters in advancing the 
development of persons with special needs. Our 
EPIC programme, for another year, facilitated new 
partnerships with motivated and accountable 
communities hungering for growth. We have also 
embarked on sustainable rehabilitative initiatives 
with Rebirth House, as I am sure you will agree, 
everyone deserves a second chance at a better life. 

The past years have established a resilient 
bedrock for meaningful and impactful positive 
change. I commend and thank all our partners 
and volunteers for walking this journey with us, 
and welcome each of you to join us as we look 
towards the future with hope and enthusiasm. 

It was Robert Ingersoll who summed it up nicely…… 
“we rise by lifting others”. 

Here’s to the years ahead.

Cheers!

 CEO’s Message
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Special Education teachers from various organisations 
throughout Trinidad and Tobago completed a two-
day workshop facilitated by the Digicel Foundation 
and held in partnership with the A&C Foundation 
from Ireland. The workshop, culminated the three year 
programme which focused on Occupational, Behaviour 
Speech and Language Therapy for these teachers. 

The workshop convened specialists from the public 
sector including the Disability Unit of the Ministry 
of Social Development, Student Support Services 

Division of the Ministry of Education, and North 
Central Regional Health Authority. The workshop also 
facilitated discussions with representatives from the 
Special Olympics of Trinidad and Tobago (SOTT), 
the National Centre for Persons with Disabilities 
(NCPD), the Lady Hochoy of Arima and Gasparillo. 

The Therapy-Based Education Programme assisted 
in addressing some of the behaviours, learning and 
social challenges that have restricted the growth 
and development of persons with special needs. 
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The Special Olympics of Trinidad and 
Tobago (SOTT) kicked off their annual 
Community Training Programme with the 
successful installation of their first Community 
Caravan which included a week-long 
Sports Camp for over  30 special Olympics 
athletes and participants during July 2018.  

The focus of the Sports Camp was to increase 
the complement of athletes and coaches 
associated with Special Olympics, in addition 

to developing the potential athletes’ skills in a 
range of disciplines with the long-term objective 
of assisting in their overall development. 
SOTT continues to place importance on 
sports for development, with varying activities 
throughout the year to build skill, endurance, 
health and fitness for all participants. 

Since 2014, the Digicel Foundation has 
invested a total of TT $951,210 into the Special 
Olympics Community Training Programme.

This participant from the SOTT Sports Camp 
learns the correct way to throw a cricket ball 
from a member of the Prison’s Cricket Team

Coaches and athletes share a 
moment at the end of the SOTT Sports 
Camp week-long training session
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On its 6th anniversary the Digicel Foundation 
marked the special occasion by distributing 
cheques to 20 new Extraordinary Projects Impacting 
Communities (EPIC) partners. The Foundation 
issued 20 cheques at a total value of TT $688,000 
to the EPIC partners for the 2018-2018 fiscal year. 

Launched in March 2016, the Foundation’s EPIC 
initiative encourages  registered community based 
organisations throughout Trinidad and Tobago 
to implement projects that would enhance and 

encourage capacity-building within their respective 
communities. The goal of EPIC is to adopt a bottom-
up approach to community development and 
addressing community needs. 

These new EPIC partners takes the number of EPIC 
initiatives undertaken by the Foundation to 59. 
At six years old, the Foundation has invested TT 
$3.3million in projects which have impacted the lives 
of 97,700 persons throughout Trinidad and Tobago.

Community Development
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Foundation Celebrates Anniversary With New EPIC Partners

Digicel Foundation new EPIC 
partners stand proud with their 
Digicel Foundation plaques for their 
respective community initiatives

Sacha Thompson Chairman of the 
Board of Digicel Trinidad and Tobago 
presents a Digicel Foundation cheque 
to one of the new EPIC partners



Recovering drug addicts at Rebirth House 
will benefit from the new partnership formed 
between the Digicel Foundation and the 
organisation, through a project entitled ‘RecoverArt’. 

The objective of the TT $67,500.00 funded project 
is to assist the residents of Rebirth House with their 
rehabilitation and personal development, through 
occupational therapy in the form of craft and 
furniture-building skills. The long term aim of the 
project, which will impact the lives of approximately 

80 men, is to teach them to become more self-reliant 
and generate an income from the items they create.  

Dr. Valerie Ragbir, Rehabilitation Counsellor of the 
Rebirth House, shared that “this project will assist the 
rehabilitation of many men struggling with these 
ills and provide them with useful skills to become 
productive members of society. This initiative will also 
help these men reconnect with their families and build 
a sustainable life for themselves and their loved ones”.
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RecoverArt Project Launches at Rebirth House

Clockwise from top left - Jabbor Kayumov, 
Digicel’s CEO (left) and Desha Clifford, 
Chairperson of the Digicel Foundation (2nd from 
left) presents a cheque to Rebirth House partners 
with members of the Foundation Team

Model airplane created by  residents; 

Jabbor Kayumov, Digicel CEO,  adresses residents 
at Rebrith House; 

Model ship created by Rebirth House residents.



In April, the Foundation began our partnership 
with “The Shelter”, a safe house for women 
and children who are victims of domestic 
violence. This partnership was done in memory 
of our beloved colleague Samantha Isaacs. 

TT$119,000 was donated to refurbish 
three resident bedrooms and develop 
a youth friendly space/life skills room.

Digicel staff  also donated books, educational 
toys, ceiling fans and reading lamps to the 
Shelter in Sam’s memory. The camaraderie and 
generosity of the Digicel family made an indelible 
impact on the partnership with the Shelter. 
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Digicel Family Giving Back
In Loving Memory of Samantha Isaacs

Clockwise from top left - Digicel staff and 
members from The Shelter at the handover of 
donated items; 

Some of the items donated to The Shelter; 

Andreas Isaacs (brother of Samantha) look at 
the display of donated items with Anna Walcott-
Hardy of The Shelter and Deborah Ramdhanie, 
Board Member of the Digicel Foundation. 



www.digicelfoundation.org
digicelfoundationtt@digicelgroup.com
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