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IN MEMORY OF MICKHAIL BETANCOURT

Left: A student of the Mickhail Betancourt Centre of Excellence enjoys hands-on learning at the new facility; 
right: an instructor dons a Mobile Therapy Pack as she prepares to work within a rural community. 

inside

Message from the Chief Executive Officer

A Place for Parents │ Congratulations 
Jodie-Kay!

Uplifting Jamaica through Agriculture

Respect Jamaica: 
Champions of Change

Back PageP2

P3

P4

P5

P6

On Thursday, April 7, the Digicel Foundation opened the doors 
to its newest Centre of Excellence in Orange Bay, Portland. 
Named in honour of Mickhail Betancourt, a staff member who 
passed away in October 2015, the fully equipped, state-of-the-
art will cater to over 100 children with special needs from 
communities in and around Portland. The J$30 million project 
will provide Child Development Officers in the parish with a 
much-needed facility to conduct critical Early Childhood 
Stimulation programmes with classrooms, recreational  areas, 

as well as special assessment and therapy rooms. Instructors 
have also been given Mobile Therapy backpacks, which allow 
them to take developmental care into the homes of rural 
children with special needs. Charmaine Wilks, a senior 
supervisor at the Centre of Excellence shared, “With this 
Centre of Excellence, we are now able to provide the kind of 
proactive support to the special needs community that is so 
greatly needed. So we are extremely grateful to the Digicel 
Foundation for this amazing gesture.” 
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Message from 
our CEO
We have gotten off to a very inspiring start to the 2016/17 FY and our dynamic team 
is energized with new ideas, with a renewed focus and an unwavering commitment to 
serving Jamaican communities.

Through strategic collaboration in Education we have mobilized J$6 million to outfit 
104 primary schools with audio-visual equipment and training on how to deepen 
parent involvement in school and student life. Additionally, 40 of the 104 will receive 
special support in crafting their curricula to engage and empower their parent 
population.

Under our Community Development pillar, we officially launched three projects with 
investments totalling in excess of J$9 million. Alston High School’s Greenhouse 
project, Upliftment Jamaica’s agricultural programme, and Dolores Cochran’s Village 
Academy will collectively impact over 4,000 Jamaicans by creating employment and 
training through sustainable agriculture.

So, take a read and continue to live, learn, and love the Foundation.
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In Special Needs, we have completed 9 of 10 Centres of Excellence. Our Ramps in 
Schools Programme has been successfully completed with 11 ramps installed, 10% 
more than we had projected.

Samantha Chantrelle 
CEO, Digicel Jamaica Foundation

We were honoured to have hosted Mrs. Catherine O’Brien, wife of our Patron – Denis 
O’Brien – during the month of April, sharing with her and the Head of Foundations, 
Maria Mulcahy, on the scope and nature of our work.

Over the previous quarter, we enjoyed working with the company to enliven staff 
through our Live, Learn, Love the Foundation competition. We are especially excited 
about the lessons our grand prize winner, Jodie-Kay Kerr, will learn as she travels later 
this year to be hosted by our counterparts in Papua New Guinea.

Finally, our Respect Jamaica initiative remains a significant tool for youth engagement, 
particularly in national development. We witnessed their bold tenacity as they made 
compelling representation to the State Minister in the Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Information on reinstating the Youth Parliament and the utility of a Youth Council to 
assist in the governance process.



A PLACE FOR PARENTS

Above: (L-R) Jean Lowrie-Chin, Digicel 
Foundation Chairman; Claire Spence, 
Program Specialist (Education), USAID; 
Peta Gay Waugh, Director, Parenting 
Support Coordination & Behavioural 
Change, USAID; and, Hon. Floyd Green, 
Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Education, Youth and Information;  right: 
a student of McAuley Primary shares a 
moment of affection with her parent. 

Minister of State in the Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Information, Hon. Floyd Green, in congratulating the effort said, 
“Over the last 20 years, parents have been having children 
much earlier and in a lot of cases, they are not equipped to 
meet the needs of their children. So, the Parent Places are 
providing this well needed support to allow our children to be 
brought up in a more facilitative environment...and make them 
into the optimally round adults that we want them to be."

The initiative forms part of the wider Digicel Foundation/USAID 
Enrichment Programme which, to date, has trained 250 
teachers and benefitted over 40,000 children in 104 Primary 
Schools across Jamaica. 

CONGRATULATIONS JODIE-KAY!
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Audio-visual and training support will now be available for 104 
primary schools across the island to boost parent involvement 
in their children’s school life. Through partnership with the 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID), 
Digicel Foundation has launched their Parent Place Initiative, 
which provides resources and training to select primary schools 
across the island.

These Parent Places will allow schools to create indigenous 
curricula to suit the needs of the parents they wish to engage. 
Sessions will range from literacy and mentorship to income 
generating activities and are aimed at integrating parents as a 
critical part of the school community.

Samantha Chantrelle, CEO, Digicel Jamaica Foundation (right) with 
winner, Jodie-Kay Kerr

After winning the Jamaican leg of Digicel Foundation’s “Live, Learn, 
Love the Foundation” staff trivia competition, Jodie-Kay Kerr has been 
awarded an all-expense paid trip to visit Papua New Guinea (PNG). 
Presented with three countries to choose from Jodie-Kay explained 
her selection: “I chose PNG because it affords me the chance to learn 
about whole new cultures by experiencing it first-hand. I have been 
exposed to the Trinidadian and Haitian cultures before, but PNG is a 
whole new world,” she shared emphatically. Kerr will travel in 
September 2016, accompanied by Evadne Cowell, Capacity 
Development and Training Manager, Digicel Jamaica Foundation. 
Both will be hosted by PNG's Foundation and will tour project sites to 
learn more about the organization’s investment in the country’s 
development.  

First and second runners-up, Nikuma Fuller, Dealer Relations Manager 
and  Rickaye Brown, IT Applications Engineer selected an Enrichment 
Cart valued at J$860,000 which will be presented to a primary school 
in need and a Samsung S7 respectively.



The community of White Horses, St. Thomas 
has gotten a major agricultural boost with the 
implementation of an income generating 
initiative valued at J$8.5 million. These funds 
will be managed by Upliftment Jamaica, and is 
a joint initiative of the Digicel Jamaica 
Foundation and Food for the Poor Jamaica 

To date, efforts have included the construction 
of a chicken coop and slaughterhouse as well 
as provision of pigs, goats, bees, and other 
livestock. These will be used for the dual role of 
training youth in agriculture while providing 
sustainable income, with at least 150 
community members being directly impacted. 

“We truly value our partnerships and the fruit 
that we will reap from this investment. St. 
Thomas is often considered a forgotten 
parish, but this is a signal reminder that we 
can count on Digicel Foundation and Food for 
the Poor to do what so many have not been 
willing to,” remarked Gary Foster, Project 
Manager of Upliftment Jamaica. 

Upliftment Jamaica is comprised of dedicated 
community members who seek to empower 
fellow members through programmes in the 
areas of agriculture, technology, sports, skills 
training, and education. 

Top: Sowing seeds of love! The gentle hands of a farmer and beneficiary of the Upliftment 
Jamaica agricultural initiative work the soil as he primes the young plants; right: a beekeeper 
inspects a growing comb. Apiculture is yet another area of focus for the newly implemented 
agricultural initiative. 
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UPLIFTING JAMAICA THROUGH AGRICULTURE



The Respect Jamaica programme continues to find innovative means of 
motivating and training our ambassadors to become agents of change. Through 
social media, the team has been driving conversation on respect with powerful 
stories on the lives of persons who experience discrimination. One of the top 
performing posts in the period shared the story of Andrew Barnes, whose story 
on being visually impaired reached an audience of over 139,000 Facebook 
users. With over 1000 comments, digital users shared their support and respect 
for Andrew and his wife and how they had been positively impacted by the 
story.

Additionally, 38 youth advocates were selected to participate in a weekend 
retreat, exploring topics related to policy development, radio and media skills, 
monitoring and evaluation and social activism for behavioural change. During 
the retreat, a video conference was facilitated with international human rights 
activist, Nana Gyamfi, who highlighted her journey in human rights law and 
social justice. 

Congratulations are also in order for Tina Reiner, a Respect Jamaica Ambassador 
selected to participate in the 2nd staging of the Youth Leadership Workshop on 
Global Citizenship Education (GCED) in Busan, South Korea. Tina will join 49 
youth from across the world between the ages of 18 and 24.
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A beaming Tina Reiner, Respect Jamaica Ambassador

Visually impaired, Andrew Barnes and wife, in a kodak 
moment; their story on Respect Jamaica's Facebook 
page touched over 100,000 fans.  Read the full post. 

RESPECT JAMAICA: CHAMPIONS OF CHANGE

https://www.facebook.com/Respectjamaica/posts/1026313787450988:0


www.digiceljamaicafoundation.org

            digiceljafoundation

            #digiceljafdn  
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winner, Jodie-Kay Kerr

Highlights
from Digicel
Foundation
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Project 2016

Nikuma Fuller,
�rst runner-up in

the Live, Learn,
Love the Foundation 

competition,
explores the Mobile 

Enrichment Cart to be 
awarded to a primary 

school of her choice

Rickaye Brown, 
second runner-up, 

receives her S7 from 
Krystal Tomlinson, PR 

& Engagement 
Manager with the 

Foundation
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